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Barwon Health Geelong - Maternity Capability Flow chart for Birth 
 
 

 

 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
                            
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 Level 5 Criteria met  

 Ability to deliver high risk obstetric care, 
including Caesarian Section.  

 Obstetrician & Obstetric registrar 24 /7 
availability  

 Anaesthetist & Anaesthetic Registrar 24/7 
availability  

 Paediatrician / Neonatologist & Paediatric 
registrar available 24 / 7 

 Theatre technical / nursing staff 24/7 
available 

 Is birth Imminent?  
Is the situation ‘time critical’? 

Unit Manager / Nurse Liaison are aware of 
situation?  
Appropriate nursing / midwifery staff available 
for SCN roster 24 /7? 
Adequate equipment available? 
Agreed management plan following 
Paediatrician consultation? 

 

Prepare for birth 
@ BH and 
potential 

transfer to level 
6 facility 

following birth 
as discussed 
with PIPER 
 

Has the woman been 
assessed as high risk 

or increased 
complexity during the 

antenatal period?  
 

Inclusion  
Level 5 Maternity care 

Level 5 ‘high Dependency” SCN    

 
 

 
Proceed to 
birth at BH  

 

NO 

Will the neonate require level 5 SCN 

admission?  
YES 

YES 

YES 

Consultation with 
Obstetrician – 
Anaesthetist –  
Paediatrician –  

+ / - PIPER referral 

NO 

 
Proceed to 
birth at BH  

 

 

Consult with level 6 
centers, & PIPER 
Arrange urgent or 
time critical perinatal 
transfer if indicated 
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South West Healthcare Warrnambool - Maternity Capability Flow chart for Birth 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
                            
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 Level 4 Criteria met  

 Ability to deliver high risk obstetric care, 
including Caesarian Section.  

 Obstetrician & Obstetric registrar 24 /7 
availability  

 Anaesthetist & Anaesthetic Registrar 24/7 
availability  

 Paediatrician & Paediatirc registrar 
available 24 / 7 

 Theatre technical / nursing staff 24/7 
available 

 Is birth Imminent?  
Is the situation ‘time critical’?  

Appropriate nursing / midwifery staff available 
for SCN roster 24 /7? 
Adequate equipment available? 
Paediatrician consultation, agreed 
management plan? 
Unit Manager / Supervisor aware of situation?  

 

Prepare for birth 
@ SWHC and 

likely transfer to 
level 5/6 facility 
following birth 
as discussed 
with PIPER 
 

Has the woman been 
assessed as high risk 

or increased 
complexity during the 

antenatal period? 

Inclusion  
Level 4 Maternity care 

Level 3 ‘high Dependency” SCN    

 
 

Proceed to 
birth at SWHC 
Warrnambool  

 

NO 

Will the neonate require level 3 SCN 

admission?  
YES 

YES 

YES 
Consultation with 

Obstetrician – 
Anaesthetist –  
Paediatrician –  

+ / - PIPER  

NO 

Proceed to 
birth at SWHC 
Warrnambool  

 

 

Consult with level 
5/6 & PIPER   
Arrange transfer if 
indicated 
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Western District Health Service Hamilton   - Maternity Capability Flow chart for Birth 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Woman meets LOW RISK criteria 
 37-42 weeks  

 Singleton 

 Cephalic  

 Longitudinal  

 Uneventful pregnancy 

 Regular Antenatal Attendance 

Consult with Obstetrician on 
call at SWHC / PIPER 

Birth/ Proceed at WDHS 

Service Capacity Met 
Low Risk/ Normal Birth 
 Midwifery Staff available  

 GP Obstetric Staff Available 

 Anesthetist Available  

 Theatre Staff Available 

 

Refer to Higher 
Care Facility 

Suitable to birth at WDHS 
Suitable to intervene at 

WDHS 

Intermediate Risk / Interventions 
 Anesthetist Available 

 Theatre Staff Available 

NO 

LOW RISK 
INTERMEDIATE RISK HIGH RISK 

YES 

NO 
Woman Provides Informed 

consent to proceed 

 Refer to Western District Health Service Hamilton Capability Framework to guide decision 
making process 

 Accurate and timely documentation at all stages of process to be evident 

All appropriate staff notified 
 Mid Team Leader or CMC 

 AHNC/Bed Manager. Bed Available 

 NUM or ANUM 

YES 

YES 

NO 

YES 
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Colac Area Health - Maternity Capability Flow chart for Birth 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Woman meets LOW RISK criteria 
 37-42 weeks  

 Singleton 

 Cephalic  

 Longitudinal  

 Uneventful pregnancy 

 Multi with previous uncomplicated preg 

 Prim gravida with no identified risk 
factors at booking 

 Regular Antenatal Attendance 

 

Consult with Obstetrician on call 
at BH /PIPER 

Birth/ Proceed at CAH 

Service Capabilty Met 
Low Risk/ Normal Birth 

 Midwifery Staff available  

 Obstetric Staff Available 

 Anesthetist Available  

 Theatre Staff Available 

 Surgeon Available 

 

Refer to Higher 
Care Facility 

Suitable to birth at CAH 
Suitable to intervene at CAH 

Intermediate Risk / Interventions 
 Anesthetist Available 

 Theatre Staff Available 

NO 

LOW RISK 

INTERMEDIATE RISK HIGH RISK 

YES 

NO 
Woman Provides Informed 

consent to proceed 

 Refer to CAH Capability Framework to guide decision making process 
 Accurate and timely documentation at all stages of process to be evident 

All appropriate staff notified 
 Midwifery Manager  

 DON /Bed Available 

 After Hours Coordinator 

YES 

YES 

NO 

YES 
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SWHC Camperdown Campus   - Maternity Capability Flow chart for Birth 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Woman meets LOW RISK criteria 
 37-42 weeks  

 Singleton 

 Cephalic  

 Longitudinal  

 Uneventful pregnancy 

 Regular Antenatal Attendance 

Consult with Obstetrician on 
call at SWHC / PIPER 

Birth/ Proceed at Camperdown 

Service Capacity Met 
Low Risk/ Normal Birth 
 Midwifery Staff available  

 GP Obstetric Staff Available 

 Anesthetist Available  

 Theatre Staff Available 

 

Refer to Higher 
Care Facility 

Suitable to birth at Camperdown 
Suitable to intervene at Camperdown 

Intermediate Risk / Interventions 
 Anesthetist Available 

 Theatre Staff Available 

NO 

LOW RISK 
INTERMEDIATE RISK HIGH RISK 

YES 

NO 
Woman Provides Informed 

consent to proceed 

 Refer to Camperdown Capability Framework to guide decision making process 
 Accurate and timely documentation at all stages of process to be evident 
 Accurate and timely documentation at all stages of process to be evident 

All appropriate staff notified 
 Mid Team Leader or CMC 

 AHNC/Bed Manager. Bed Available 

 NUM or ANUM 

YES 

YES 

NO 

YES 
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Portland District Health Maternity Capability Flow chart for Birth 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Woman meets LOW RISK criteria 
 37-42 weeks  

 Singleton 

 Cephalic  

 Longitudinal  

 Uneventful pregnancy 

 Regular Antenatal Attendance 

Consult with Obstetrician on 
call at SWHC / PIPER 

Birth/ Proceed at PDH 

Service Capacity Met 
Low Risk/ Normal Birth 
 Midwifery Staff available  

 Obstetric Staff Available 

 Anesthetist Available  

 Theatre Staff Available 

 

Refer to Higher 
Care Facility 

Suitable to birth at PDH 
Suitable to intervene at PDH 

Intermediate Risk / Interventions 
 Anesthetist Available 

 Theatre Staff Available 

NO 

LOW RISK 
INTERMEDIATE RISK HIGH RISK 

YES 

NO 
Woman Provides Informed 

consent to proceed 

 Refer to Portland District Health Capability Framework to guide decision making process 
 Accurate and timely documentation at all stages of process to be evident 

All appropriate staff notified 
 Mid Team Leader or CMC 

 AHNC/Bed Manager. Bed Available 

 NUM or ANUM 

YES 

YES 

NO 

YES 
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Terang & Mortlake Health Service - Maternity Capability Flow chart for Birth 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
  

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Woman meets LOW RISK criteria 
 37-42 weeks  

 Singleton 

 Cephalic  

 Longitudinal  

 Uneventful pregnancy 

 Regular Antenatal Attendance 

Consult with Obstetrician on call 
at SWHC /PIPER 

Birth/ Proceed at TERANG 

Service Capacity Met 
Low Risk/ Normal Birth 

 Midwifery Staff available  

 GP Obstetrician Available 

 Anesthetist Available 

 Theatre Staff Available 

 

Refer to Higher 
Care Facility 

Suitable to birth at Terang 
Suitable to intervene at Terang 

Intermediate Risk / Interventions 
 Anesthetist Available 

 Theatre Staff Available 

NO 

LOW RISK 
INTERMEDIATE RISK HIGH RISK 

YES 

NO 
Woman Provides Informed 

consent to proceed 

 Refer to Terang Capability Framework to guide decision making process 
 Accurate and timely documentation at all stages of process to be evident 

All appropriate staff notified 
 Midwifery Manager  

 DON /Bed Manager. Bed Available 

YES 

YES 

NO 

YES 


